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A falsehood, an unworthy falsehood! And

this report has been generally current, not only in France, but

throughout all Europe. Alas! can it, then, be true that calumny

exercises so mighty a charm that, when it has once taken possession of a
man, he can never be freed from it again?"

CHAPTER V.
KING OR EMPEROR.

Josephine's entreaties had been fruitless, or Bonaparte had, at least,

only yielded to them in their literal sense. She had said: "l entreat

you, do not make yourself a king!" Bonaparte did not make himself king,

he made himself emperor. He did not take up the crown that had fallen
from the head of the Bourbons; he created a new one for himself-—a crown
which the French people and Senate had, however, offered him. The
revolution still stood a threatening spectre behind the French people;

its return was feared, and, since the discovery of the conspiracy of
Georges, Moreau, and Pichegru, the people anxiously asked themselves
what was to become of France if the conspirators should succeed in
murdering Bonaparte; and when the republic should again be sent adrift,
without a pilot, on the wild sea of revolution. The people demanded that
their institutions should be securely established and maintained, and
believed that this could only be accomplished by a dynasty—-by a
monarchical form of government. The consulate for life must therefore be
changed into an hereditary empire. Had not Bonaparte himself said: "One
can be emperor of a republic, but not king of a republic; these two

terms are incompatible!" They desired to make Napoleon emperor, because
they flattered themselves that in so doing they should still be able to
preserve the republic.

On the 18th of May, of the year 1804, the plan that had been so long and

carefully prepared was carried into execution. On the 18th of May, the
Senate repaired to St. Clo
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