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Gustavo Rios wrote:

> | am implementing ARC4 and RC5 and found some misguiding

> documentation, at least to my eyes! The problem is the key length for
> both algorithms. The IETF Draft for Arcfour, i.e.,

> <draft-kaukonen-cipher—arcfour—03.txt> states for following:

[...]

> My doubt is: The code prevents keylength of 0 bytes to be used, right
> ? In other words, ARC4 do REQUIRES for key length bigger than 0, this
>is a MUST bel

[...]

> The RC5 Algorithm is the same. The paper "The RC5 Encryption

> Algorithm”, by Ronald L. Rivest states one contradiction:

[...]

> ¢ in this case the the length to bytes expanded, if b was 0, than so

> is ¢. My question is where is the error, the allowable sizes for b or

> the computation itself?

In the case of RC4, the minimum key size is one byte/octet. The Internet
Draft (which is expired anyway) does not contradict this, although if the
draft were revived it should probably be specified more clearly.

In the case of RC5, the minimum key size is zero bytes/octets, and the
key scheduling algorithm in RFC 2040 handles that case correctly — not
that anyone should want to use zero-length keys.

The paper "The RC5 Encryption Algorithm" has a revised version that
corrects this as well as another error in the reference code (see

<http://theory.|cs.mit.edu/~rivest/publications.html> and search in page
for "RC5").

<plug> The SCAN site at_<http://www.users.zetnet.co.uk/hopwood/crypto/scan/>
would have given you the answers to these questions. </plug>
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