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The *Messenger service is a Windows service* (it is not a bug) that
transmits net send messages and messages that are sent through the Alerter
service between client computers and servers.

For example, the Messenger service can be used by network administrators to
send administrative alerts to network users.

The Messenger service can also be used by Windows and other software
programs.

For example, Windows may use it to inform you when a print job is completed
or when you lose power to your computer and switch to a uninterruptible
power supply (UPS).

Your antivirus program may use the Messenger service to send you
notifications.

It's not a bug, it is a service and with a little bit of knowledge, you can
disable it. The reason why you get the Pop Ups is because the service is
enabled *and* you are not usingn adequate firewall.

| feel if you cant be bothered to even try and protect yourself... you arre
fair game.....

<a> typed:

.. surely the real problem is not that I'm not running a
.. firewall, but that microsoft haven't plugged their XP
.. software properly ?

:.: These messages are caused by the windows messenger service, (this *can*
be

... disabled) however, the messenger service is not the problem, the real

... problem is the fact that you are not running a firewall, or if you are,

you

.. haven't blocked ports 137-139.
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..: Disabling the messenger service will stop the popups, but if you have
file

::: and print sharing bound to your external TCP/IP connection, then you
could

:.: also potentially be sharing your entire hard disk with the world since
.2 netBIOS uses ports 137-139.

::: A good firewall can be found at www.zonelabs.com

:.: The small "ShootTheMessenger" Messenger service enabler/disabler will
turn
..: off the messenger.

.. _http://grc.com/miscfiles/ShootTheMessenger.exe
::: Or you can do it manually:

... Disabling the Messenger Service

::: To remove the ability for anyone in the world to pop up messages on your
::: computer, you can disable the Messenger service. Its easy to reverse at
a

.. later time if you wish to do so.

> Windows XP Home

.1 Click Start—>Settings —>Control Panel
... Click Performance and Maintenance
... Click Administrative Tools

.2 Double click Services Scroll

::: down and highlight "Messenger"

:.: Right—click the highlighted
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