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I agree with you that it is ultimately impossible to stop someone, they
could just use a camera, or even just write out a copy of the document.
However this question has come up here before and I have been wondering
how difficult it can be made for someone to copy a document.

Clearly there is a grey area here and some people want to stop as much
copying as they can. If this was not true then they would not be
selling programs which make web pages unable to be saved. So there is a
need for some counter measures.

So as a possible scenario. A document might only be viewed on terminal
server, and that could be set to allow no new program installations. So
that stops screen capture software unless it is possible to use it on a
client computer and take a screen capture of the remote desktop window.
Here though on a network group policy mght prevent new program
installations as well, so terminal server might not be necessary. Also
HTML editors could be prevented from being installed, though Microsoft
Word might work as one anyway. This could be solved by making the
terminal server not have a word processor installed on it.

Group policy could also turn off "save image as ..." in a web browser
so they could not get the images. Temp folders for the browser might be
denied access with group policy. The folder in which the web pages were
placed might not be allowed to show folder contents so a user might be
restricted to clicking on links instead of copying and pasting a file
from the folder.

Also a document with images and a lot of formatting would not come out
well in a photograph so if the intent is to stop an exact duplicate
being made then this might be successful. A PDF file also (I think) can
deny access to copying and pasting from it. I can see a system like
this might be useful in a law firm.

Another way would be to show the document as an image file such as a
JPEG, and then secure the image viewer program.

There may well be ways to get around all of this though.
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Robert Moir wrote:

Greg O wrote:

It might be possible to have the documents in the folder as http web
pages. Some of those have code which makes them much harder to copy.
For
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