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> Second, | can do a telnet from the remote machine to the mail daemon on
> the same machine means the mail daemon is up also.

Yes, but exactly what did you did to test this?
remote% telnet localhost 25
or
remote% telnet remote.machine.com 25
Your tunneling depends on the first one working, but perhaps only the
second one does. If so, it could be either because the MTA is only

configured to listen on the "real” IP address, or because local firewall
settings are blocking one connection.
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